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Hello  
summer!
In the past, summer meant field days for 
staff at SaskOrganics and we looked 
forward to getting out of the office and onto 
organic farms and research plots across the 
province. It was always a great opportunity 
to connect with our members and learn 
a little bit more about organic farming. 
The field days we are participating in this 
summer will be our first since 2019 and 
we are excited to get back at ‘er and look 
forward to seeing you there! 

It is definitely a summer of 
firsts! In June, we were back 
at Canada’s Farm Show 
(formerly Canada’s Farm 
Progress Show) with a booth 
in Banner Hall in Regina. It 
was wonderful to see so 
many of you in person for the 
first time since the pandemic 
started! The event also 
provided a great opportunity 
to reconnect with our 
colleagues in the industry. 

If you are looking for a 
Saskatchewan get-away 
this summer, Wolf Willow 
Winery may top your list of 
destinations after reading our 
Nourish article. Wolf Willow 
is a going concern and its 
operations are growing all of 
the time. There is definitely 
something for everyone! 

As succession planning for 
organic producers can be a 
challenging topic to tackle, 
our Innovate article provides 
some food for thought, and 
might even get you to think 

a bit outside the box on how 
you can address succession 
on your farm. Last, but 
certainly not least, our 
Sustain article provides some 
solid agronomic information 
on intercropping pulses and 
oilseeds to enhance yield and 
nutrient use efficiency.

In 2022, SaskOrganics 
has been working hard 
representing the interests of 
organic farmers to Health 
Canada, Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada and the 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) regarding 
Proposed New Guidance 
for Novel Food Regulations 
Focused on Plant Breeding, 
and the Guidance for 
determining whether a plant is 
subject to Part V of the Seeds 
Regulations. 

In May, Health Canada 
published its Guidance on the 
Novelty Interpretation over 
Products of Plant Breeding, 
removing government 

oversight of many new gene-
edited foods and abandoning 
transparency for the public 
and farmer by not establishing 
a mandatory system for 
reporting these new foods. 

The CFIA initiated a second 
round of consultations with 
industry in June with a revised 
timetable to publish their 
guidance in August 2022 .

You can learn more about the 
impact of the new guidance 
on the organic sector in this 
issue’s Bits & Bites section.

Wishing you all a beautiful 
Saskatchewan summer filled 
with some fun, family and 
friends. 

Marla Carlson 
Executive Director, 
SaskOrganics

All articles in ABUNDANCE are 
copyrighted and may not be 
reproduced without the express 
consent of SaskOrganics. 
To request permission to reproduce 
an article, please get in touch with 
us! Email: marla@saskorganic.com
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Photo Contest 2022
Capture an “Organics in Saskatchewan” 
moment to share with Saskatchewan’s

organic community.

                                                     Details at:
www.saskorganics.org/saskorganics-photo-contest

Grand Prize Giveaway!

Bits&Bites

HEALTH CANADA REMOVES 
GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT FOR NEW 
GENE-EDITED FOODS

In the spring and summer 
of 2021, Health Canada 
and the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
consulted on Proposed New 
Guidance for Novel Food 
Regulations Focused on Plant 
Breeding and the Guidance 
for determining whether a 
plant is subject to Part V 
of the Seeds Regulations. 
SaskOrganics (advised by 
Organic Agriculture Protection 
Fund committee members) 
and allies campaigned to 
raise awareness about the 
detrimental impact the 
proposed new guidance would 
have on the organic sector and 
made submissions as part of 
the consultations.

The proposed changes would 
relinquish regulatory authority 
of some new crops and foods 
produced using gene-editing 
technologies and would not 
require a mandatory registry 
and notification to the public 
and farmers of these new 
crops. The proposed changes 
will have a disproportionate 
and negative impact on the 
organic sector because the 
federally regulated Canada 
Organic Standard prohibits the 
use of genetically modified 
seed, the definition of 
which includes gene-editing 
technologies.

In a press release issued 
by SaskOrganics in May, 
SaskOrganics President 

Garry Johnson expressed his 
disappointment with the new 
regulatory guidance.

“SaskOrganics is disappointed 
by Health Canada’s release of 
new regulatory guidance which 
relies on private companies 
for safety assessments and 
will create new uncertainty 
about gene-edited foods for 
consumers,” Johnson said. 
“We appeal to the Minister 
of Agriculture and Agri-food 
to reject a similar proposal 
that could end government 
safety assessments of 
gene-edited seeds. Minister 
Marie-Claude Bibeau needs to 
ensure continued regulation of 
gene-edited seeds to ensure 
safety as well as transparency 
for farmers.”

While the CFIA has yet to 
publish its new guidance, in 
June it initiated a series of 
meetings with industry, plant 
breeders, and NGOs seeking 
further input. SaskOrganics 
will continue to advocate on 
behalf of the organic sector 
in Saskatchewan and work 
with its counterparts across 
the country to ensure Health 
Canada and the CFIA address 
the sector’s concerns on the 
impact the new guidances 
will have on public trust and 
organic markets.

For more information, please 
visit the SaskOrganics website: 
saskorganics.org 

SASKORGANICS PHOTO CONTEST

Enter your snapshot of 
organics in action for a 
chance to win the 2022 
SaskOrganics Photo Contest! 
The winner will be featured in 
Abundance Magazine, on the 
SaskOrganics website and 
in the digital newsletter. The 
winner will also receive free 
admission to a SaskOrganics’ 
Webinar of choice and their 
choice of SaskOrganics 
Merchandise (ball cap, tote 
bag, or produce bag set).

We invite submissions of 
photographs that capture the 
spirit of the organic community 
in Saskatchewan—from seed 
to fork. This includes scenery 
and landscape, action shots, 
plants and animals, people, 
and community gatherings.  

Submissions will be accepted 
until November 15, 2022, via the 
SaskOrganics website; the grand 
prize winner will be notified by 
December 11, 2022. 

WHY DO YOU CHOOSE ORGANIC?

“I was tired of any profit going 
into inputs. You have to be 
able to survive but money 
wasn’t the driving force. My 
2-year-old son got chemicals 
in his eye and that was the 
thing that pushed us over 
the finish line. That was over 
20 years ago and now he is 

running the show. Our sons 
have never known any other 
way of farming. Good on 
them! Now we try to eat as 
much organic food as we can 
find. Tastes better too!”

- �Clem, Organic Producer, 
Kerrobert SK

kevin.jarrett@HammondRealty.ca • HammondRealty.ca

For all your real estate needs 
whether buying or selling.

Acres of Expertise.

KEVIN JARRETT • (306) 441-4152
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  Wolf  
Willow:

Your Next 
Summer Escape
By: Mackenzie Brooks 
Photos supplied by: Wolf Willow

Wolf Willow Winery  
and Campground

45 minutes south  
of Saskatoon

15 kms north of Outlook, SK 
in the RM of Rudy

www.wolfwillowwinery.com 
www.campwolfwillow.com

/wolfwillowwinery  
/campwolfwillow

@wolfwillowwinery  
@campwolfwillow

(306) 856-3308

In the summer of 2019, I took an 
unexpected turn down the highway to a 
place I’d only heard of. I fell in love with 
that place; it sparked a joyful state for 
me, one that makes my heart brim with 
that sunshine feeling.

That place is Wolf Willow.

Up the road from Outlook, Saskatchewan, Wolf Willow Winery 
and Campground are just exactly what this gal needed to rekindle 
my joy. When this issue’s story came to me, I was so grateful for 
the opportunity to tell everyone about this beautiful place and the 
people who make it special.

Wolf Willow is a winery and campground, but it is also a family 
affair. Joel and Nicolette Vanderschaaf, their parents, and their 
children have lovingly transformed the parcel of land that sits 
atop the escarpment leading down to the South Saskatchewan 
River into a true haven away from the sticky heat and overwhelm 
of the summertime city. 

6
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http://www.wolfwillowwinery.com
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  Wolf  
Willow:

The winery

Wolf Willow grows all their own certified organic fruit, harvests, 
stores, ferments, filters, racks, blends and bottles every drop of that 
glorious summer flavour right on their own property. The summer 
line-up also looks to include a new vermouth in the spritzes. 

“In 2013 we established the orchard and were able to harvest 
our first crop. The campground idea later grew from the orchard 
to give families like ours a place to land when they wanted to be 
out in nature,” Joel explains. 

Today, Wolf Willow now grows, harvests, stores, presses, 
produces, bottles, and sells their (coveted) Wolf Willow fruit 
wines. This summer Wolf Willow launched a canned fruit spritz 

– the perfect summertime bevvie featuring the flavours of the 
orchard with the lightness of a mixed cocktail. 

It’s not hard to imagine cracking a can on the river’s beachy shore 
after the perfect summer’s afternoon of paddleboarding and lying 
in the sun or around a bonfire at the riverbank after sunset to 
listen to the frogs and watch the lighting bugs in the rushes.

“Summer is our best season,” Joel said. “The off season 
is usually spent managing bookings and doing repairs or 
upgrades. The best part is welcoming guests in the summer 
and attending to them when they’re here. If there’s anything they 
need, we make sure they have it.” 

The campground

Wolf Willow is one of Saskatchewan’s newest campgrounds. 

“When we fell in love with this land, it felt like a shame to keep it 
all to ourselves.  Perched on the terraced hills above the mighty 
South Saskatchewan River, bordered by a stream-carved coulee, 
rolling native prairie and wooded valley, it was the perfect site 
to truly enjoy the outdoors.  Of course, being next to a winery 
that was crafting wines from its own organically grown fruit 
sure didn’t hurt either. So we thought why not open a place 
where those who love to immerse themselves in nature’s serene 
beauty could come and stay.”

This summer, the campground features newly designed A-frame 
wooden tents. (The ‘A’ stands for Adorable!). Campers can also 
book larger luxury tents (think glamping!) or a traditional camp 
site and bring their own tent.

“Typically, the people who appreciate our sites love nature like 
we do, so we designed our areas to be private and spacious,” 
Joel said. “This is how we can share the land. By creating 
somewhere we’ve always wanted as a destination, we get to 
spend our time here too.” 

Also new this summer is an 18-hole disc golf course and a 
U-pick strawberry patch. Joel says they will follow organic 
practices in the U-pick patch and hope to have it certified 
organic soon. Wolf Willow has also expanded its fall month 
bookings, as well as its corn maze and pumpkin patch too. 

If it weren’t enough to be gorgeously situated, certified organic, 
and offering multiple (and new) amenities, there’s also a 
restaurant serving up beautiful pizza (with gluten-free options) 
paired with a perfect prairie sunset view.

Entrepreneurism runs thick in the Vanderschaaf family’s veins; in 
less than a decade, Wolf Willow has grown from a simple piece 
of land to a full-scale production operation thanks to an initial 
investment from Joel’s father.

“What started out as word-of-mouth, has really gained 
momentum,” Joel said. “We’ve expanded our availability so 
that we are now offering kids camps, trail rides, and yoga 
retreats. We also host a stand-up paddleboard event and have 
made it onto the map of local cyclists who love the area for its 
kilometres of flat land all within a good distance of Saskatoon.” 

It’s clear that Wolf Willow has made its impact on many prairie 
hearts and will continue to do so summer after glorious 
Saskatchewan summer. 

“It’s a pleasure to hear the stories of those who drop in on us 
and it’s so gratifying to know that what we envisioned is coming 
true,” Joel said.

Find your own unexpected turn in the road this summer. 

NOURISH
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July 14th

9:00 AM
Optimizing the Integration 
of Livestock-With or 
Without Ownership Webinar

October 5th

8:30 AM
Grain drying and storage

November 16th + 17th

ORGANICCONNECTIONS.CA

Organic Connections, 
Prairieland Park, 
Saskatoon, SK

July 25th

ALL DAY EVENT
Organic Farm Tour & On-
Farm Research: Moose Creek 
Organic Farm, Oxbow SK

November 2nd

8:30 AM
Growing organic flax

March 22nd + 23rd

SAVE THE DATE
Advancing Organics 
Conference & Trade Show. 
Delta Hotel by Marriott, 
Regina, SK

July 28th

ALL DAY EVENT
Organic and Low-Input Field 
Day, Swift Current Research 
& Development Centre-
AAFC, Swift Current, SK

December 7th

8:30 AM
Introducing special crops to 
your organic crop rotation

Upcoming  
Events
Summer 2022

SaskOrganics is always 
in the process of planning 
events. 

For the most up-to-date 
event list, stay tuned to 
our digital newsletter 
or visit our website: 
saskorganics.org/events

If you are not receiving  
our digital newsletter and 
would like to, please email  
admin@saskorganic.com  
and we will add you to the 
mailing list.

Organic Agronomy 
Producer Meetings 
start back up again 
in the Fall.

http://saskorganics.org/events/
mailto:admin@saskorganic.com
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Sell us your  
organic flax  

& pulses
 Producing Omega-3 feed ingredients 

right here in Saskatchewan

www.otfarms.comCall 306-543-4777 
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Intercropping of Pulse and 
Oilseed to Enhance Crop Yield 
and Nutrient Use Efficiency
Article and photos by: Dunling Wang, PhD, PAg, Provincial Specialist,  
Alternative Cropping Systems, Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 

While growing pulse and oilseed crops together as an intercrop has demonstrated 
benefits for yield and nutrient availability, little is known about the observed synergies. 

A recent study funded by the Agriculture Development Fund and 
Western Grains Research Foundation has helped to uncover 
some of the mystery behind it. A group of researchers from 
the University of Saskatchewan (UofS) recently presented the 
first evidence for interspecies transfer of biologically fixed 
nitrogen (N) from legume to a non-legume companion crop in 
pulse-oilseed intercropping systems in Saskatchewan. Field 
data also suggests that the intercrop combination may enhance 
solubilization of phosphorus (P) through complexation reactions 
and increase P availability in legume rhizosphere.

The UofS research team included Melanie Reid, an MSc 
student working with UofS professor and Chair in Soil Nutrient 
Management for the Ministry of Agriculture Strategic Research 
Program (SRP) Dr. Jeff Schoenau, as well as fellow professor 
and SRP Chair in Soil Biology Dr. Diane Knight.

This research was conducted at two sites: one near Central Butte 
and the other near Redvers at the South East Research Farm 
managed by Lana Shaw. The sites were selected to represent the 
Brown Soil and Black Soil zones in southern Saskatchewan. The 
experiments used two common pulse-oilseed crop combinations 
of chickpea-flax and pea-mustard with seeding configurations of 
mixed and alternate rows. No chemical fertilizers were added to 
the experimental plots, except 15N labelled ammonium nitrate 
(NH4NO3), applied at a rate of 5 kg N/ha (4.4 lb N/ac) to the 
designated microplot of 1m2 inside each treatment plot to track 
biological N fixation by the legume and interspecies transfer to 
the oilseed partner. The research findings are therefore relevant to 
low-input and organic cropping systems.

The research compared the grain and straw yields, N and 
P uptake, proportion, and amount of biologically N fixed 
(BNF) contributed from the pulse crops, and the transfer of 
fixed nitrogen to the oilseed crops with their corresponding 
monocrops. Land equivalent ratio (LER) represents the land 

area of monocrop needed to generate the same yield or nutrient 
uptake as the intercrop component at the same management 
level. When an intercropping LER is above 1.0, it means a better 
resource use efficiency as compared to monocropping. The 
LERs were calculated for grain yield and nutrient N and P uptake 
for the intercrops to evaluate the benefit of intercropping versus 
monocropping. Partial LERs for each crop of the intercrops were 
calculated to determine its dominance within the intercropping 
system. Overall, the conditions at the study sites in the two 
years of experimentation (2019 and 2020) were generally drier 
and warmer than normal, and challenges were encountered in 
2019 with crop emergence due to a very dry early spring at the 
Central Butte site.

The two pulse-oilseed intercrop grain yield LERs, N uptake LERs, 
and P uptake LERs were at or above 1 for the four site-years, 
indicating a benefit from intercropping in increasing total yield, 
as well as N and P uptake from a land area. Figure 1 shows a 
greater efficiency in producing yield in pea-mustard intercrops 
indicated by LER values > 1. The proportion of N derived from 
BNF was not enhanced in the two intercrop combinations, but 
there was unique evidence of significant biologically fixed N (in 
the range from 9% to 41%) that was transferred from the pulse 
crops to the oilseed crops during the growing season. This 
interspecies transfer of N would significantly reduce depletion 
of soil N and contribute additional N in intercropping compared 
to monocropping. This N transfer occurs in both mixed and 
alternate row intercropping seeding arrangements, which 
explains the synergy observed in crop yield and nutrient uptake 
in the intercropping systems. This explanation is also supported 
by higher nutrient use efficiency (NUE)-N values, higher soluble 
organic C and N measured in the root zone during the seasons, 
and significantly greater supply rates of available N over the 
season in the rhizosphere of the legume crop (chickpea and 
pea) alone and in intercrop combination compared to the 
non-legume companion crop (flax, mustard) alone (Figure 2).  
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Figure 1. Greater efficiency in producing yield in pea-mustard 
intercrops indicated by LER values > 1 (Reid et al., 2022)

A synergy in P uptake and enhanced utilization efficiency in 
intercropping systems was reflected in LER values for P uptake 
greater than 1 and higher NUE-P values for both intercrop 
arrangements, especially mixed row systems. This may be 
attributed partly to enhanced soil P availability to both companion 
crops in the intercropping system. An increased arbuscular 
mycorrhizal fungi (AMF) colonization was observed around flax 
roots when it was grown together with the chickpea. The increased 
P supply rates in the root zone of the pulse crops suggests that 
solubilization of P in legume rhizosphere may subsequently 
be used by both legume and non-legume companion. Less 
drawdown of soil available N and P in the legume, especially 
chickpea, compared to the non-legume companion crop, supports 
the findings that additional input to available nutrient pools is 
associated with the legume crop from BNF and solubilization of 
P. No impacts on K or Sulphur (S) could be discerned due to high 
and variable levels in soils at the sites. The partial LERs showed 
that flax was dominant and chickpea subordinate in chickpea-flax 

intercrops for both Redvers and Central Butte. In contrast, pea 
was dominant and mustard subordinate at Redvers. This may 
be attributed to pea acting as a nutrient scavenger having a 
competitive advantage under the low P fertility conditions in 
the Black soil zone site. This study also showed that seeding 
arrangements (mixed v. inter-row) of the two pulse-oilseed 
intercrops appeared to have little influence on crop yields or BNF. 

However, each crop exerted different competitive pressures 
within each intercropping system when the crop partial LERs 
were examined. For example, the pea yields were generally not 
reduced by growing in combination with mustard in both seeding 
arrangements, reflecting that pea-mustard intercrop grain yield 
LERs were consistently above 1 for both seeding arrangements. 
At the Redvers site in 2019, the target population of chickpea was 
reduced because of lack of soil moisture, and the flax partial LERs 
were near 1 while the chickpea partial LERs were reduced to 0.4 
to 0.5. Early establishment of chickpea was an important factor in 
preventing flax dominance.

Figure 2. Higher root zone soluble N from pulse crop likely 
contributed to intercrop synergy (Reid et al., 2022)

SUSTAIN
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Evidence for synergy in nutrient availability in the intercropping 
systems was also supported by the consistently greater 
concentrations of soluble organic carbon and nitrogen in the 
root zone of the legume crops (chickpea and pea) alone and 
in mixes with the non-legume companion crops (flax and 
mustard). Soluble N that is produced in the legume rhizosphere 
can move to the roots of the non-legume partner and be 
utilized as an additional N source. Cumulative soil available 
NO3-N supply is apparently enhanced in the root zone as 
measured by plant root simulator (PRS) probes (Figure 3). 
Greater soluble organic carbon can enhance solubilization of 
P through complexation reactions and increase P availability. 
Higher nitrate supply rates in the root zone of the legume 
mixes and occasionally greater P supply rates were observed 
over the season. The colonization of roots by AMF overall was 
high (>90%) and not greatly affected by seeding arrangement. 
There were one or two incidences where the colonization was 
significantly enhanced in the flax root zone when it was grown 
with the chickpea. Less N and P drawdown that was observed 
with legume crops, especially chickpea, supported the ability 
of this crop to help maintain soil N and P supplies and provide 
some nutrients to its non-legume companion crops. 

Figure 3. Enhanced root zone supply of NO3-N may contribute  
to intercrop N uptake efficiency (Reid et al., 2022) 

Overall, the results of this study show benefits of pulse-oilseed 
intercropping in yields, NUE, and synergies. The interspecies 
transfer of N derived from fixation by the legume to the non-
legume companion appears to be an important process that 
supplies additional N. Solubilization of P through microbial 
processes may also be enhanced in the pulse-oilseed 
intercropping systems. The specific transfer mechanisms that 
are operative for nutrients among species requires further study. 

Long-term benefits of pulse-oilseed intercropping will likely be to 
increase microbial diversity and function. Higher aboveground 
and underground biomass production may further add to soil 
organic matter accumulation, higher nutrient cycling and greater 
soil microbial redundancy and resiliency. However, bear in mind 

that greater crop uptake and removal of nutrients (particularly P in 
harvest associated with higher yield and nutrient demand in these 
pulse-oilseed intercrops) will require replacing the removed P with 
animal manure or other P-containing amendments to maintain 
long-term soil fertility and productivity. 

Photo 1. Chickpea-flax alternate 
row intercrops at SERF Farm, 
Redvers (July 2019)

Photo 2. Pea-mustard mixed 
row intercrops at Central Butte 
(June 2020)
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Farming by its very nature is challenging at the best of times. Throw obtaining and 
maintaining organic certification into the mix, and it becomes a whole different 
ballgame. While it takes three years to transition conventional land to meet the 
standards required for organic certification in Canada, it can take many more years 
to transition a whole farm. The years following certification are then focused on 
maintaining it and working with the land to make it as healthy and productive as 
possible using organic agricultural practices. To many organic producers, it is a lifelong 
pursuit, commitment, and perhaps even a love affair. 

So, what happens to this labour of love when it comes time to retire and there is either 
no family to pass it on to, or if family simply isn’t interested in taking over the operation? 

We recently spoke to two Saskatchewan organic producers who find themselves in this 
very conundrum and learned about the unique ways they are planning to pass their 
farms on that don’t involve family. 

Thinking outside  
the box

Organic 
farm  
succession:

By: Jess Paul

14
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INNOVATE
PUSCH BROS. ORGANIC FARM

Drive a few miles north of Windthorst, Saskatchewan (an hour 
and a half drive southeast of Regina) and you’ll find yourself on 
the Pusch Bros. Organic Farm. The farm consists of 25 quarters 
(approximately 4,000 acres) and has been in the Pusch family for 
almost a century. With its sloughs, bush, and lowlands purposefully 
left as they were, the grain farm has, on average, 3,300 cultivated 
acres annually — depending on the weather of course!

Graham Pusch and his late brother Rod purchased a couple 
of parcels of conventional land near Windthorst, including the 
home quarter, from their uncle in the late seventies and early 
eighties. They rented the land back to their uncle before taking 
over the farm completely in the early nineties. After farming the 
land conventionally for several years, there came a time when 
the brothers started experiencing health issues whenever they 
applied herbicide.

“My brother was much more sensitive to the exposure than 
I was,” Graham recalled. “That really got us thinking that we 
needed to do something different, and the different in this case, 
was going organic. It was mainly for health reasons.”

The Pusch brothers started preparing to go organic in 2003.  
The farm was first certified organic by Pro-Cert Organic 
Systems Ltd. in 2008. By 2012, all the land, and livestock raised 
on the land was certified organic. During the first years leading 
up to their certification, the brothers grew flax. They also found  
a sustainable and environmentally friendly way to use flax 
stubble as a heat source for their new greenhouse where they 
grew tomatoes, peppers, and mini cucumbers year-round.  
The brothers also purchased a herd of 50 black angus cattle 
during this time. 

In 2014, Rod Pusch was diagnosed with terminal cancer –  
a disease the brothers thought was linked to all of the herbicide 
application on the farm. Two years later, the brothers shut down 
the greenhouse, sold the livestock, and transitioned to only 
growing organic grain. Rod passed away from cancer in 2020. 

Without family to pass the farm on to, Pusch started 
investigating other options that would ensure the farm could 
continue to operate organically in perpetuity. The option that 
caught his attention was establishing a farm co-operative. 
Pusch envisions organizing a for-profit farm cooperative with 
2,000 to 5,000 members that would take over the ownership of 
the farm including the land, buildings, and equipment. 

“The co-op would pay interest on the memberships and there 
would be good prospects of receiving a dividend as well,” Pusch 
explained, adding shares would be redeemable on request. 

“If we’re able to form a co-operative, the membership would 
elect a board of directors, and that board could then hire a 
manager. It’s important that whoever takes over the farm has  

a good understanding of the intricacies of the land,” Pusch said. 
“In order to pass on the knowledge that I’ve gained through 
years of watching and learning on this land, I’d be willing 
to serve as manager for a couple of years to transition to a 
younger manager.”

Pusch is currently working with Cooperatives First –  
a non-profit organization funded by Federated Co-operatives 
Limited and the Co-operative Retailing System. Founded in 
2015, the organization provides co-op start-up resources, 
such as feasibility studies, business plans, online courses, and 
incorporation support to rural and Indigenous entrepreneurs 
across western Canada. Cooperatives First is funding a 
feasibility study into Pusch’s cooperative idea. 

Pusch hopes the cooperative model could provide a new reliable 
option for farm succession when passing the farm on to the 
next generation simply isn’t possible. He anticipates the study 
will wrap up early this summer.

“Many organic producers are facing the same situation: they 
either don’t have a family, or their family just isn’t interested in 
taking things over,” Pusch said, adding the model could just as 
easily apply to conventional producers as well.

Although Graham and Rod never spoke of a farm co-operative 
as an option, Graham thinks he would approve.

“My brother Rod is a big part of the reason why I am investigating 
other ways to pass along the farm,” Pusch said. “He was even 
more dedicated to organics than I was, and I think he’d be pretty 
proud of the direction we are taking to keep the farm organic.”

Organic 
farm  
succession:

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION:

Pusch Brothers  
Organic Farm

puschbros.org

Cooperatives First

cooperativesfirst.com

This page: Pusch Bros. Organic Farm; previous: Organic Flax  
at the farm. Submitted by Graham Pusch
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CARLTON TRAIL ORGANICS

Jack Klassen has been farming for a long time. In fact, he’s 
harvested a crop every year since 1959. Klassen bought his first 
piece of land (two acres) along the river valley west of Aberdeen, 
Saskatchewan in 1957 when he was nine years old, seeding 
red spring wheat. He bought two more acres at age 11 and his 
first quarter section at 13. Between 1959 and 1983 he farmed 
without chemicals or fertilizer and did exceptionally well. After 
what he calls some “significant peer pressure,” he set aside 10 
years to experiment with farming conventionally. Klassen says 
he grew more, but found it was less profitable. 

Klassen farmed the land near Aberdeen until he sold it in 1993 
and moved to the other land he had purchased in the mid-
eighties on Lake Savard, north of Shell Lake. This new piece of 
land is a 90-minute drive north of Saskatoon, 60 minutes west 
of Prince Albert, and is located right on the edge of the boreal 
forest not far from Prince Albert National Park.

The land at Lake Savard was pristine. As Klassen’s website 
notes, “Tens of thousands of years ago as the great glaciers 
crept across what is Saskatchewan today, they molded a 
beautiful valley and waterway which as the ice melted became 
Lake Savard and the Shell River system.”

Recognizing this untouched treasure, Klassen made the 
decision to create a non-profit organization to “ensure proper 
stewardship of this great landscape, to preserve the waterway, 
lakeshores, forest and wildlife.” With the assistance of the 
province of Saskatchewan, he created The Carlton Trail Nature 
& Wildlife Sanctuary established in 1993. He then developed 
the Carlton Trail Guest Ranch, building several cabins from 
resources available on his land. The Ranch welcomed guests 
from all over the world to experience the untouched beauty of 
the land, and continues to operate to this day.

In the late 90s, Klassen started researching 
the art of certified organic farming. 
Armed with twenty-five years of 
experience of farming without 
chemicals, he attended 
workshops, asked lots of 
questions, and spent five 
years adding organic 
matter to the land 
including straw bales 
and manure. It soon 
started to draw attention. 
“I had local farmers 
dropping off manure at 
the farm,” Klassen recalled. 
“I even had someone leave 
me manure in their estate!”

The farm was certified organic by Ecocert in 1999 and Carlton 
Trail Organics was born. What started as one quarter section, 
became six, and then seven. Today, 500 of the 700 acres are 
cultivated. Klassen plants a rotation of hard red spring wheat, 
oats, yellow clover, and yellow mustard. The rest of Klassen’s land 
is made up of lakes, rivers, and “tremendous stands of timber.”

While Klassen and his wife have nine children, none were 
interested in taking over the family farm. After working 
unsuccessfully with several educational institutions to try to find 
someone who would be interested in immersing themselves in 
organic farming, Klassen said he pitched the opportunity almost 
spur of the moment to a couple he had known for years. 

“Nineteen years ago, this lovely couple had their honeymoon at 
our farm. From time to time, they would come back to celebrate 
their anniversary,” Klassen said. “They recently approached us 
about buying one of our cabins, telling us how much they loved it 
here. So, on a whim, I put forward the opportunity of taking over 
the farm and they were completely shocked we would do that!” 

That couple, Kari and Marty Gottselig, are honey producers in 
Mortlach, Saskatchewan. Klassen has offered them a two-year 
scholarship to learn the ins and outs of the farm. Over the 
next two years, he will teach them how to farm organically, 
market organic products, and farm with Klassen’s specific farm 
machinery (some of which has been in use since the 1930s!).

“I believe it’s important to engage someone and educate them 
first in the ways of the land. With a proper hands-on education, 
you can put a succession plan in place,” Klassen said. “This way 
Kari and Marty will be supported and mentored on a day-to-day 
basis as we work to transition the management of the farm to 
them. And since the land is owned by the conservancy, they won’t 
be burdened with the debt-load associated with buying land.” 

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION:

Carlton Trail Organics

natureforeverconservancy.com/
organic-farming

Nature Conservancy

natureforeverconservancy.com
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This page: Harvest at Carlton Trail Organics; previous: Klassen seeding Red Fife on one of his prized tractors.  
Photos submitted by Jack Klassen.
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CCGA IS HELPING ORGANIC FARMERS 

Advance Payments 
Program

Programme de 
paiements anticipés

Add a cash advance to your financial toolkit.

For almost 40 years, we have been helping farms of all 
sizes succeed. An Advance Payments Program cash 
advance from CCGA gives you flexibility to sell at the best 
time and price, making it the perfect tool for farmers like you.

Our experienced team makes it easy to apply on over  
50 crop and livestock commodities.

Call 1-866-745-2256 or visit ccga.ca/cash

$100K
Interest-free

$1M
Maximum

7 Organic 
commodities
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Become a 

SaskOrganics Sustainer
Make a Donation

Enhance  your Membership

Free Classified Ads
Free Webinars
Discounts on Event Registrations
Discounts on Resources & Merchandise
Promotion on Website

Enhanced Producer Membership Benefits

$250 or $500 + GST

Advertising & Sponsorship Credit
Free Display Ads in Digital Newsletter
Free Classified Ads
Discounts on Event Registrations
Subscription to Abundance Magazine
Promotion on Website & Other Media

Enhanced Corporate Membership Benefits

$1000 + GST

www.saskorganics.org/donating

www.saskorganics.org/membership

WE ARE BACK!

Organic Connections Conference & Trade Show

November 16-17, 2022   Prairieland Park, Saskatoon, SK

Where the Organic Community Grows

Join for 2 days of:

- Informative Presentations 

- Engaging Breakout Sessions

- Growing Trade Show

- Evening Banquet

- Industry Networking

 

www.organicconnections.ca

Follow on social media for updates

Office Contact: Email- eventcoordinator@organicconnections.ca   Phone- 306.221.7950

Sponsorship & Trade Show

Opportunities available online

Become a 

SaskOrganics Sustainer
Make a Donation

Enhance  your Membership

Free Classified Ads
Free Webinars
Discounts on Event Registrations
Discounts on Resources & Merchandise
Promotion on Website

Enhanced Producer Membership Benefits

$250 or $500 + GST

Advertising & Sponsorship Credit
Free Display Ads in Digital Newsletter
Free Classified Ads
Discounts on Event Registrations
Subscription to Abundance Magazine
Promotion on Website & Other Media

Enhanced Corporate Membership Benefits

$1000 + GST

www.saskorganics.org/donating

www.saskorganics.org/membership
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