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Program: While we do our best to bring you the program as advertised, program may be subject to change.

Photo/Video: By attending this event, photos or videos of you may be taken as part of the promotion of the event.
By attending, you are consenting to SaskOrganics use of any photos or videos for an unspecified amount of time.

Disclaimer: Advertising and marketing by third parties for this event should not be considered an endorsement by
SaskOrganics Association Inc. of any third-party advertiser or their products or services. In no event shall the
SaskOrganics Association Inc. be liable for any losses or damages whether directly or indirectly arising from or
related to services or products provided by any third-party advertiser. Furthermore, all material and content related
to this event is provided for information purposes only. Information and material is presented on and “as is” basis
and should be used at your own risk as the SaskOrganics Association Inc. will not be held liable for any errors or
omissions contained in the information and material provided.
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W e l c o m e
Welcome to SaskOrganics’ Advancing Organics Conference & Trade Show! We’ve put together an exciting lineup
of speakers and sessions, an expanded trade show, and ample time to connect with your peers and industry
contacts. It is our pleasure to host an event that brings together the organic community, and we are glad you
joined us.

To support our growing community of exhibitors, we’ve moved to a new venue in Regina this year. We are incredibly
grateful for the support of our sponsors and exhibitors, and we encourage you to explore their booths over the next
two days.

Whether you’re here to soak up the information, network, check out products or services at the trade show,
reconnect with old friends, or all of the above, we hope you leave feeling informed and inspired.

Thank you for all you do to advance the organic sector across Saskatchewan and beyond. Enjoy the show!

Sincerely,

Deb Tuchelt, Executive Director 
On behalf of the Staff and Board of SaskOrganics 

Hello everyone,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the annual Advancing Organics Conference & Trade Show - an excellent
opportunity for attendees to discover best practices and explore visionary ideas in the organics space.

Saskatchewan’s agricultural community continues to lead with innovation and is among the top agricultural regions
in Canada and globally. Events like this, hosted by SaskOrganics, play an important role in bringing producers,
industry partners, and community members together to share knowledge, build connections and explore new
opportunities for the future of organic and regenerative agriculture.

As Mayor of Regina and a proud resident of Saskatchewan, I am grateful for events such as this that bring together
industry experts to improve organic farming practices and strengthen connections within the sector. Organic
farming is the way of the future and is more important now than ever before, as it considers both environmental
sustainability and human health. With Saskatchewan at the forefront of agriculture, it is crucial that stakeholders
across the industry continue building these connections and learning from one another.

I wish everyone attending a successful conference and hope you enjoy your time in Regina.

Sincerely,

Chad Bachynski
Mayor of Regina
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Time (CST)             Session & Speakers

9:00am-9:50am Registration & Trade Show

Welcome Addresses
Will Oddie, SaskOrganics President
Faye Dokken, Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 

9:50am-10:00am 

10:00am-11:00am Session 1: Keynote: Building on 35 years of organic
research and education: The future of Organics
Martin Entz, PhD, Senior Scholar, Department of Plant Science, University
of Manitoba

11:00am-11:55am Session 2:  Into the future: applying novel technologies to
organic farming
Andrew Hammermeister, PhD, P.Ag, Associate Professor and Director of
the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada

12:00pm-1:30pm Lunch & Trade Show

1:30pm-2:25pm Session 3:  Livestock and our road to regeneration
Garry Richards, Rancher, Bangor, Saskatchewan

2:25pm-3:20pm Session 4: Developing and optimizing a bioformulation for
the control of Canada thistle
John Stavrinides, PhD, Professor, Biology Department Head, University of
Regina
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T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 6
P r o g r a m

11:55am-12:00pm Pre-Lunch Announcements

3:20pm-4:00pm Session 5: An introduction to One School One Farm
Shelterbelt Project
Elizabeth Bekolay, Executive Director, One School One Farm Shelterbelt
Project

4:00pm-4:30pm Refreshment & Trade Show Break 



S a s k O r g a n i c s  A N N u a l  M e e t i n g  
A g e n d a

Date: Thursday, March 26, 2026
Time: 4:30-5:30pm 

Venue: Queensbury Convention Centre, Ballroom A
1700 Elphinstone Street, Regina SK

1           Establish Quorum/Call Meeting to Order
2          Review & Approve Agenda
3          Review & Approve Minutes from last AGM (March 25, 2025)
5          Reports
            5.1      President 
            5.2     Executive Director 
            5.3     Committees/Task Forces
6          Financial Report
            6.1      Review & Accept Reviewed 2025 Financial Statements
            6.2     Appoint Reviewer for 2026
7          Director Election Results
8          Adjournment
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5:30pm-6:30pm Cocktails, Trade Show, Networking

4:30pm-5:30pm SaskOrganics Annual Meeting



6:30pm Organic Banquet

7:15pm Welcome

7:20pm-7:30pm Awards & Acknowledgements

7:30pm-8:30pm Banquet Guest Speakers:
Exploring Saskatchewan’s Natural Wonders

Robin & Arlene Karpan
Writers, Photographers, Authors, Publishers, Saskatoon, SK

Robin and Arlene Karpan are writers, photographers, book authors,
and publishers based in Saskatoon. They also operate a small farm in
the beautiful Thickwood Hills. Their work has appeared in over 100
publications around the world and has earned them several national
and international awards, including 10 Saskatchewan Tourism Awards
of Excellence. Robin and Arlene are advocates for the natural
environment and enjoy hiking, camping, canoeing our northern rivers,
and exploring Saskatchewan’s backroads. 

9:00pm Banquet Conclusion

Banquet tickets are sold separately from conference tickets. Limited quantity available.
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Announcements & Closing Remarks8:30pm

O r g a n i c  B a n q u e t
M a r c h  2 6



Time (CST)             Session & Speakers

8:00am-8:30am Registration & Trade Show

8:30am-9:30am

9:30am-10:20am

Session 1: Evaluating options to close the loop:
Management of Phosphorus in organic production systems
using recycled sources
Henry Wilson, PhD, BSc, Research Scientist, AAFC, Brandon Research and
Development Centre, Manitoba

Session 2: From field to policy: Advancing farmer-led
organic seed policy solutions 
Sarah Preston, Regional Program Manager (Prairies) | The Bauta Family
Initiative on Canadian Seed Security, a program of SeedChange
Aabir Dey, Director, The Bauta Family Initiative on Canadian Seed Security 

12:00pm-1:40pm Lunch & Trade Show

10:50am-12:00pm Session 3: Organic producers next door: Knowledge
sharing across the Prairies
Andy Wagman, Organic Producer, Medicine Hat, Alberta
Scott Beaton, Organic Producer, Jackfish Creek Farm, Stonewall,
Manitoba

1:40pm-2:10pm Session 4: Organic market opportunities in the Indo-Pacific
region
Yi Zeng, Senior Director, Asia and Global Commodities, Saskatchewan
Trade & Export Partnership (STEP)
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F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  2 7
P r o g r a m

10:20am-10:50am Refreshment Break & Trade Show

Session 5: Bio-ferments for fertility and disease
Rob Beattie, Producer, Kyle, Saskatchewan

2:10pm-3:00pm

https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program
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Conclusion & Closing Remarks

Session 6: Beyond production: Exploring Agritourism
possibilities
Joe Buttigieg, Owner/Operator, Fenek Farms​, Regina
April Wegren (Anderson), Owner/Operator, Alive Sky Lodge, Rosetown

4:00pm

3:00pm-4:00pm
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Martin Entz, PhD
Senior Scholar, Department of Plant Science, University of Manitoba

Martin Entz received his PhD from the University of Saskatchewan and then spent
over 30 years as professor at the University of Manitoba. His goal is to discover new
ways of farming ecologically, and to empower farmers with knowledge and other
tools required to design sustainable farming systems adapted to where they live. 

Martin has worked on 4 continents and currently leads research East Africa. He
teaches courses in organic agriculture and regularly gets students involved in the 

S p e a k e r  &  S e s s i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

Session 1 - Keynote
March 26: Building on 35 years of organic research and education: The future of organics

March 26

research.  In 1992, he started the Glenlea Long-Term Rotation Study – Canada’s oldest organic vs
conventional farming systems experiment. Since 2023, he has held the Jarislowsky Chair in Natural Systems
Agriculture for Climate Solutions.

Session Summaries
To save paper in the print program, session summaries can be read online at

www.advancingorganics.ca/program.

Andrew Hammermeister, PhD, P.Ag
Associate Professor and Director of the Organic Agriculture Centre of
Canada, Dalhousie University

Dr. Andy Hammermeister has worked with the Organic Agriculture Centre of
Canada (Dalhousie University) for over 20 years to support the growth of organic
agriculture. He is the Science Director for Canada's national Organic Science
Cluster, has been a voting member of the National Organic Standards Technical
Committee, Board Member of Organic Nova Scotia, and of course he teaches
organic courses and conducts organic research. Andy has brought the international 

Session 2
March 26: Into the future: applying novel technologies to organic farming

voice and principles of the organic movement to his work and advocacy. Although he lives in Nova Scotia,
Andy's roots and heart remain in Saskatchewan and prairie agriculture.

https://www.advancingorganics.ca/program


John Stavrinides, PhD
Professor, Biology Department Head, University of Regina

John received his PhD from the University of Toronto in 2007, and is currently a
Professor of microbiology in the Department of Biology at the University of Regina.  His
current research focuses on the use of microbes to address challenges in agriculture
and human health.  John is presently supported by over $850,000 in grants, and has
supervised 18 graduate student and 139 undergraduate student research projects.  He
enjoys long, barefoot walks in organic fields that are free of Canada thistle.

Session 4
March 26: Developing and optimizing a bioformulation for the control of Canada thistle

9

Elizabeth Bekolay, BSc
Executive Director, One School One Farm Shelterbelt Project

Elizabeth Bekolay is a biologist, author, and the Executive Director of the One
School One Farm Shelterbelt Project, a community-led initiative that
reconnects people with the land through relationship building and ecological
immersion. Her work bridges science, education, and community action to
support biodiversity, climate resilience, and regenerative prairie landscapes.

Session 5
March 26: An introduction to One School One Farm Shelterbelt Project

Garry Richards
Garry Richards, Rancher, Bangor, Saskatchewan

Garry and his wife Lynn returned to Garry's family's grain farm in 2000.  They became
a mixed farm in 2002, began using Holistic Management in 2003, and farmed with a
focus on Regenerative Agriculture starting in 2007.  In 2024, they stopped grain
farming and became a ranch, always with an eye on healthier people and
relationships, healthier profits, and a healthier ecosystem.  Their journey includes
raising children, a farm succession, raising cattle, AMP grazing, conventional grain
production, cover cropping, organic grain farming, and intercropping. 

Session 3
March 26: Livestock and our road to regeneration
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Henry Wilson, PhD, BSc
Research Scientist, AAFC, Brandon Research and Development Centre,
Manitoba

Dr. Wilson grew up on a mixed organic farm near Kenton, Manitoba. His education
took him on a path from Brandon University (B.Sc.) to Trent University (Ph.D.) to Yale
University (postdoctoral fellow) before starting his current position as a Research
Scientist at the Brandon Research and Development Centre with Agriculture and
Agri-food Canada where he has been employed for the past 15 years. His research
is focused on finding ways to produce food effectively while also maintaining
healthy rural soils, ecosystems, and good water quality. 

S p e a k e r  &  S e s s i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

Session 1 
March 27: Evaluating options to close the loop: Management of Phosphorus in organic
production systems using recycled sources

March 27

Session Summaries
To save paper in the print program, session summaries can be read online at

www.advancingorganics.ca/program.

Sarah Preston
Regional Program Manager (Prairies) | The Bauta Family Initiative on
Canadian Seed Security, a program of SeedChange

Sarah Preston is the Prairie Regional Program Manager with The Bauta Family
Initiative on Canadian Seed Security. A lifelong plant nerd, her path has included
farm apprenticeships, running a CSA market garden and small apiary, and several
years of coordinating sustainable agriculture programs across the Prairies. Based
near Edmonton, AB, Sarah brings experience in regional food systems, organic and
regenerative practices, and farmer-focused programming, along with a background 

Session 2
March 27: From field to policy: Advancing farmer-led organic seed policy solutions

in food security, permaculture design, and community engagement. She’s excited to support Prairie farmers
in all things seeds. 
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Andy Wagman
Organic Producer, Medicine Hat, Alberta

Andy, an ROC-certified farmer near Medicine Hat, has been producing organically
since the 1990s. His farm includes irrigation, dryland, grazing, intercropping, cover
crops, and on-farm grain separation. He raises cattle year-round using low-
intervention methods, maintains pollinator habitats, and has experience using a
weed zapper for invasive plant control.

Aabir Dey
Director, Canadian Field Program, The Bauta Family Initiative on Canadian
Seed Security

Aabir developed his passion for seeds while he was completing his Sustainable
Farming Certificate at Everdale, a teaching farm in Hillsburgh, Ontario, and
supporting research trials for Seeds of Diversity's collection of over 3,000 different
Canadian seed varieties. After completing a Master of Environmental Studies at York
University, researching organic seed systems in Ontario, Aabir joined the The Bauta 
Family Initiative on Canadian Seed Security, as Regional Program Coordinator

Session 2
March 27: From field to policy: Advancing farmer-led organic seed policy solutions

for Ontario. Aabir has co-authored publications on Canada’s seed system including the Canadian Organic
Seed Sector Environmental Scan, the Discussion Paper on Seed Policy in Canada, and Canadian Organic
and Ecological Plant Breeding Priorities for Vegetable Crops. He has been instrumental in shaping and
leading the training, research, and policy programs developed for The Bauta Family Seed Initiative. Aabir
loves working in the field with seed producers and farmers all over Canada, and is thrilled to continue to
steward The Bauta Family Seed Initiative at a national level into the future.

Session 3
March 27: Organic producers next door: Knowledge sharing across the Prairies
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Yi Zeng
Senior Director, Asia and Global Commodities, Saskatchewan Trade & Export
Partnership (STEP)

Yi Zeng was born and raised in the South of China. With ten years of experience in
banking and human resource management in China, Yi moved to Saskatchewan in
2003 to further pursue his education. Two years later, he attained his Masters
degree in Human Resource Management from the University of Regina. In October
2009, Yi joined Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) started from a
Trade Specialist position, focusing on the Asia and Africa markets. Since 2013, Yi 

Scott Beaton
Organic Producer, Jackfish Creek Farm, Stonewall, Manitoba

Scott Beaton runs a first generation farm near Stonewall; Between the Big Lakes in
MB with his wife Jenny and 2 kids.  Their farm is a section of certified organic grains
coupled with a grass finished cow calf direct to consumer beef operation.  Scott is
enthusiastic about maintaining some conservation areas, as part of the farm, and uses
the beef herd to manage the farmland, encouraging use of cover crops, perennials in
rotation, and plants to improve soil with the goal of leaving the farm better for the
next generation. He got an agronomy degree from the University of MB, and thinks of

 the farm as an agri-ecosystem with significant contributions from "less managed areas".

Session 4
March 27: Organic market opportunities in the Indo-Pacific region

Session 3
March 27: Organic producers next door: Knowledge sharing across the Prairies

has held responsibilities as director to assist Saskatchewan exporters on developing Asia markets including
China, Japan, Mongolia, South Korea, and ASEAN regions. Yi is a Certified International Trade Professional
(CITP) in Canada and currently serves as Senior Director, Asia and Global Commodities, at STEP, which is
the official trade promotional organization for the Province of Saskatchewan.
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Joe Buttigieg
Owner/Operator, Fenek Farms, Regina

Joe Buttigieg is the owner and operator of Fenek Farms, a diversified livestock and
agritourism farm near Regina, Saskatchewan. Fenek Farms blends sheep, cattle,
poultry, and alpacas with hands-on public programming such as farm tours,
educational workshops, farm camps, and mobile petting zoos. Joe is also a professor
at the University of Regina (Biology/Neurosciences), bringing a strong education and
mentorship focus to his farming work. His interests include agritourism , sustainable
farm diversification, and connecting the public with real farm life.

Rob Beattie
Producer, Kyle, Saskatchewan

Rob Beattie farms near Kyle, Saskatchewan, and brings more than 30 years of
experience as a contract engineer and farmer, along with 25 years in the
telecommunications industry. In 2020, he founded the Carbon Farm Group, a network
of seven farms—including one organic operation—collectively managing over 25,000
acres using regenerative and organic practices.

Session 5
March 27: Beyond production: Exploring Agritourism possibilities

Session 5
March 27: Bio-Ferments for fertility and disease

April Wegren (Anderson)
Owner/Operator, Alive Sky Lodge, Rosetown

Darryl and April Anderson grew up on family farms in Saskatchewan and dated in
high school. 25 years later, Darryl was still farming and April had a career in law
enforcement still holding a love for farming and a rural lifestyle. Together they are
focused on Agritourism with unique rural accommodations near Rosetown, SK. Alive
Sky Lodge hosts international guests, neighbours, pets and small livestock. You may
know them for BINcredible and BOHOconverted grain bin accommodations,
Schoolee in the Coulee, and Cowboy themed Lone Star Lodge.

Session 5
March 27: Beyond production: Exploring Agritourism possibilities



E x h i b i t o r  L i s t

Booth # / Company                                 Booth # / Company

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SureSource Commodities
NutriAg
Hick Seeds Ltd.
Vistasort Technologies Ltd.
XPT Grain
Oleet Processing Ltd.
Enargia Technologies Ltd.
Avena Foods
Manitoba Harvest
TCO Cert
CORR Grain Systems Ltd.
Tradex Commodity Group Inc.
Second Harvest
Grasslands Brokerage & Consulting
Bioriginal Food and Science Corp
Commodity Vault Innovations
Simply Grain
Back to Your Roots Soil Solutions
Pro-Cert Organic Systems Ltd.
Grain Millers Inc.
La Milanaise
Growers International Organic Sales Inc.
8Acres
Stonehenge Global Seeds
XiteBio Technologies Inc.
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We are very grateful for the support of our Exhibitors who enable SaskOrganics to host Advancing Organics.
Thank you for the work you do for the organic sector in Saskatchewan, and for making a great trade show!

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

KBI Seed Processing
Shafer Commodities
Ecocert Canada
Organic Producers Association of Manitoba (OPAM)
Saskatchewan Trade & Export Partnership (STEP)
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC)
Nature's Organic Grist, LLC
HumaTerra Regen Ag Inc.
West Ag Distributors Ltd.
Seeds Canada / Centre for Systems Integration (CSI)
Organic Way of Life Consulting
Saskatchewan Pension Plan
MGM Seed & Grain / Bay State Milling
F.W. Cobs Company
NutraSun Foods Ltd.
Sunrise Foods International
Prairie Heritage Seeds
Mumm's Sprouting Seeds
Farm Credit Canada (FCC)
Seedchange / Bauta Family Initiative
Canadian Organic Growers (COG)
Organic Grain Hub / Manitoba Organics
OCIA International Canada
Ministry of Agriculture / Driftwatch
Lovingly Made Flour Mill Inc.

T r a d e  s h o w  f l o o r  M a p  
 N e x t  p a g e

Trade Show Hours
March 26: 9:00am-6:30pm
March 27: 8:00am-3:00pm
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We are incredibly grateful for the generous support of our Sponsors who enable SaskOrganics to host
Advancing Organics. Thank you for the work you do for the organic sector in Saskatchewan!

Gold Sponsors
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Sponsors

Silver Sponsors



17

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Funders

Funded in part by the Prairie Organic Development Fund and the Government of Canada under the
Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership.



Special Thanks to our Door Prize Gift and Product or Food Donors

Door Prize Gift Donors
Visit the door prize table at the

show to see our donors!

Swag Bag Product Donors
Nature’s Path Organic Foods

Hornby Organic
Splendor Garden

Organic Banquet Food Donors
8Acres

Grain Millers
NutraSun Foods Ltd.

Northern Lights Foods
Pure T Organics
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Thank you to the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture for their Support of this Event

We are grateful for your attendance at this event! Thanks to your support of our
Education Program, we can continue hosting events like these that support and

connect the organic sector in Saskatchewan.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a t t e n d i n g !











Organic Beef

Grass-Fed Beef

www.8acres.ca







Notes
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Program Design By Deb Tuchelt

PO Box 26008 RPO Northgate
Regina, SK S4R 8R7

Web: www.saskorganics.org
Email: admin@saskorganic.com

Phone: 306-535-3456

@SaskOrganics SaskOrganics 
Association Inc

@SaskOrganic
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