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Upcoming Events
Organic Agronomy Producer Meetings: 

January 8: Crop Allelopathy and Weed Control

February 12: Growing pulse crops-dry beans and faba beans

March 5: Topic TBD

Farm Club Meetings

January 8: Moose Jaw

February TBD: Moose Jaw

March 25 & 26, 2025: Advancing Organics Conference & Trade Show, 
Saskatoon

SaskOrganics is always in the process of planning events.  For the most up-to-
date event list, stay tuned to our digital newsletter or visit our website events. 
http://saskorganics.org/events/

If you are not receiving our digital newsletter and would like to, please email 
admin@saskorganic.com and we will add you to the list.

Happy New Year from SaskOrganics!
We hope your holidays were filled with all the good things that the season can bring, and we wish you and your family health, 
happiness and prosperity in 2025.

A bundance Magazine 
continues to tell 
the good stories of 

organic food and farming in 
Saskatchewan in 2025.

For this new year’s issue, 
we spoke to Taszia and 
Karan Thakur, the owners of 
Pique Café and Calories in 
Saskatoon for our Nourish 

article.  Calories is a well-loved institution on Broadway Avenue, 
and Pique Café is a newer passion project. Each has different 
offerings but the same commitment to local and organic food 
and sustainable practices.

We caught up with Joel Heggie of E3 Organics and Eskdale 
Seed Farm for our Innovate article. In 2023, SaskOrganics 
co-hosted a field day with the TCO Chapter 4 and the Heggie’s 
at their family farm and operation in Leross, Sask. Attendees 
toured the family’s impressive compost operation, organic fields 
and seed processing facility. We thought we’d share their story 
with you. 

For the Sustain article, Bryan Mood, Lecturer and Renewable 
Resource Management Coordinator in the Department of 
Soil Science at the University of Saskatchewan shares useful 
information about shelterbelts, their history and their value in 
the prairie landscapes. The organic sector understands the 
benefits of shelterbelts and natural areas on farms, with the 
organic standards including a clause to promote and protect 
ecosystems and natural areas for wildlife and pollinators. 
Through the use of his lab’s “ShelterBelt Decision Support Tool,” 
you can better plan a new shelterbelt suited to your needs, and 
you can quantify the value of your existing shelterbelt.

And last but not least, there is some good news for organic 
research in the Feature article! The Organic Science Cluster 
4 received funding of up to $6.8 million through Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC) AgriScience Program, and 
the Organic Federation of Canada (OFC) will leverage AAFC’s 
contribution with an additional $5.3 million from more than 80 
funding partners for a total investment of $12.1 million over 

five years, enabling them to carry out 14 new research activities 
between 2023 and 2028. 

We are so grateful to everyone that donated to SaskOrganics 
fundraiser in 2024. Your incredible generosity was a significant 
help in getting SaskOrganics to a better place financially. Our 
sincere thanks to everyone that supports us through donations, 
sponsorship or advertising, attending our events, co-hosting 
events, enhanced memberships, Abundance subscriptions, our 
voluntary organic check-off, and volunteering on our board or 
committees. This support plays a critical role in the success 
of the organization, and your ongoing support is greatly 
appreciated!

The end of 2024 brought a staff change for SaskOrganics, with 
myself becoming Interim Executive Director, and our former 
Executive Director, Michelle Beckett, transitioning to a part time 
position to wrap up some special projects until the end of 2024. 
I’d like to thank Michelle for her work at SaskOrganics, and wish 
her all the best with her future endeavours. 

The change was entirely amicable, with both parties 
understanding that  to keep SaskOrganics financially 
sustainable we needed to be able to reduce our single major 
cost - staffing.  It was unfortunate because there is much work 
to be done, but the change is prudent. 

Please be patient as we operate on reduced capacity in 
programming and activities for the immediate future, but 
our staff and board will do our best to keep things running 
as smoothly as possible. Our goal is to create a sustainable 
organization long-term, and we’re working hard to make that 
happen.

Do you have a story idea for one of our regular features? Let us 
know! We are always looking for ideas for future issues. Happy 
reading!

Deb Tuchelt 
Interim Executive Director 
SaskOrganics

@SaskOrganics
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After years of cooking in kitchens across Canada and abroad, 
chef Taszia Thakur returned to her prairie roots in 2014 to 
join Saskatoon’s beloved bistro, Calories. Beginning as chef 
de partie and advancing to chef de cuisine, Taszia took over 

ownership with her husband Karan in 2019. This year, the duo opened 
their second venture, Pique Café, inspired by Taszia’s love for coffee, 
French pastries, and local ingredients. “We wanted to create a warm 
space in the heart of Saskatoon where people could enjoy quality coffee, 
healthy breakfasts, and freshly made bakery items,” says Taszia. Pique 
focuses on traditional French breads, sourdough donuts and other 
treats, offering a distinct experience from Calories’ bistro-style lunches, 
dinners and famous cheesecakes.

COMMITTED TO LOCAL AND ORGANIC

For Taszia, local food is central to both Calories and Pique. Calories has 
been dedicated to sourcing locally for over two decades, well before 
“local” became a trend. This commitment shapes the menus at both 
establishments. “Our dishes reflect what’s available seasonally. In the 
winter, our menus feature items that we’ve been able to preserve and 

From farm to table: How 
Pique Café and Calories 
stay local and sustainable
In Saskatoon, chef and owner Taszia Thakur brings her passion for organic, local ingredients 
and sustainable practices to life at Pique Café and Calories, two bistros rooted in community

By Brook Thalgott

store,” Taszia says. The Thakurs are dedicated to organics, even when 
sourcing products from outside Saskatchewan, such as organic dairy 
from Valley Pride. “Using organic ingredients isn’t just about flavour. It’s 
a commitment to the health of our guests and the planet,” she says.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH LOCAL 
GROWERS

Calories and Pique also work closely with a network of local suppliers 
who provide meats, produce, and grains. Long-standing relationships 
with Cool Springs Ranch for meat, Mole Mountain Farms for produce 
and lamb, Our Farm YXE for organic fruit and vegetables, and One 
Organic Farm for organic flours give Taszia insight into what ingredients 
are available and when. “Working directly with our suppliers helps us 
plan our menus around what’s fresh and in season,” she says. This 
approach has only expanded over the past decade, allowing Calories 
and Pique to offer a wider variety of unique dishes and preserve more 
products for winter.

Photos provided by Taszia Thakur
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EMBRACING WHOLE ANIMAL BUTCHERY 
AND NON-GMO INGREDIENTS

Both bistros are committed to a zero-waste approach, particularly 
through whole animal butchery. “Sourcing whole animals lets us use 
every part, creating an incredible variety of dishes,” Taszia says. For 
example, prime cuts of bison are reserved for Calories’ dinner features, 
secondary cuts go into Pique’s sandwiches, trim is used in burgers, and 
bones are made into stocks. Calories and Pique also use non-GMO oils 
and take a thoughtful approach to sourcing meats, eggs and vegetables 
to ensure the highest quality ingredients with minimal environmental 
impact.

LEADING WITH SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability is woven into the daily operations at both Pique and 
Calories. Kitchen scraps are returned to the farmers who supply fresh 
produce, creating a closed-loop composting system. Both bistros 
also prioritize waste management by using compostable packaging 
and cutlery for takeout, reusable lids instead of plastic wrap, and 
compostable piping bags in place of plastic ones. “We aim to keep our 
footprint small while offering our community the best food we can,” 
Taszia says.

From every cup of coffee to each seasonal dish, Pique Café and Calories 
champion locally-grown, sustainably-sourced ingredients, showcasing 
the bounty of Saskatchewan’s growers and celebrating a culture of food 
that respects both people and the planet.

BISON EN DAUBE  
(PROVENÇAL BISON STEW)

Serves four to six people

¼ cup olive oil 
900 grams bison or beef (cheaper cut), cut into 1-inch cubes 
2 tsp salt 
½ tsp fresh cracked pepper 
1 cup onion, diced 
½ cup fennel bulb, diced 
1 cup carrot, cut into 1-inch chunks 
¼ cup garlic, finely chopped 
1 tsp chili flakes or Espelette pepper 
1 cup red wine 
2 oranges, peeled with a vegetable peeler (reserve peels and juice) 
2 tsp fresh rosemary or thyme, finely chopped 
2 cups beef stock (preferably homemade) 
2 tbsp fresh parsley, finely chopped 
¼ cup cold butter, cubed (optional for a richer sauce)

Season the bison with salt and pepper. Heat the olive oil in a large pot 
over high heat. When very hot, sear the seasoned meat in small batches. 
Remove each batch from the pan and set aside. In the same pot, add 
the onion and fennel. Sauté until caramelized. Add the carrot and let 
caramelize for two more minutes. Add the garlic and chili flakes, and 
sauté for 30 seconds. Add the red wine, orange peels, fresh rosemary 
or thyme, and beef stock, but reserve the orange juice. Bring the mixture 
to a boil, then add the bison back to the pot. Cover loosely with a lid and 
braise in a 250°F oven for about two hours. When the meat is tender, 
remove from the oven. Add the reserved orange juice and fresh parsley. 
Adjust the seasoning with additional salt and pepper as needed. For a 
richer sauce, whisk in the cubed butter just before serving. Enjoy with 
your favorite side dishes.

Pique Café 
130 4th Avenue N 
Saskatoon 
Instagram @piquecafeyxe 

Calories 
721 Broadway Avenue 
Saskatoon 
caloriesrestaurant.ca
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A family affair
E3 Organics & Eskdale Seed Farm thrives on innovation and community in the heart of Saskatchewan. 

By Mackenzie Brooks

E 3 Organics and Eskdale Seed Farm is an operation rooted 
deeply in family history and driven by forward-thinking 
practices. In this edition of Abundance, we visited Joel 
Heggie, who, alongside his family, continues a legacy of 

innovation, sustainability, and resilience on the land they’ve called home 
since the early 1930s.

Located 40 minutes up Highway 35 from Fort Qu’Appelle, Sask., and a 
few kilometers south of Leross, the Heggie place, as it’s been called for 
years, is home to Rob and Cres Heggie, and their son Joel, his wife Blair 
and their children Ryker and Ava, and Joel’s brother Kyle, wife Natasha 
and kids Neveah, Quinn, Sawyer and Kane.

Having grown up on the farm, Joel attended Assiniboine Community 
College in Brandon, Man. and started a career in sales and agronomy. 
He continued going back and forth to the farm for seeding and harvest 
until his uncle and aunt offered him a new opportunity. They rented Joel 
some land, and he put his first crop in the ground in 2008.

Blair, who’s from Portage la Prairie, took the leap to follow Joel back to 
Saskatchewan and settle into their life together in 2010.  “Eventually, it 
came to a conversation about her coming out here, because I was tied 
to the land,” says Joel. “It was a good choice for us both – personally 
and professionally.”

HOW IT STARTED

Grandpa bought the home quarter in 1933,” says Joel. Rob and Cres, the 
second generation of Heggies, planted their first crop in 1975.

Prior to E3 Organics getting its start, Joel’s father Rob and brother Kyle 
started Eskdale Acres. Rob established Eskdale Seed Farm Ltd. in 1981, 
and today, cleans and processes certified organic and conventional 
grains, pulses, and even spices like coriander and caraway for local 
farmers and themselves. 

The transition for the Heggies started when the market demand brought 
them the opportunity to grow organic, gluten-free oats. 

“Prior to my putting in that crop, we had been buying organic, gluten-free 
seed oats and selling it back on the market. It was the market that really 
drove our decision to go to an organic gluten-free crop. The demand 
was there.”

At the time, the Heggies had land that was ready for planting. Joel 
suggested to the family that rather than buying organic seed to resell 
later, they simply grow their own on the available land. “I was expecting 
some push-back honestly,” says Joel, “But they just let me run with it.” 
That was back in 2008 and the Heggies have continued to work on their 
plan to produce more of what the organic market is looking for.

To avoid gluten contamination, they grow gluten-free oats on that land, 
mixed with plough downs of pulses, forage peas, alfalfa or clover to 
fix the nitrogen into the soil and build up the microbiome. The organic 
gluten-free seed is pure (as they use their own) and then processed in 
their own facility so they know the quality is never compromised.

For over 160 years, Richardson has successfully brought trusted and quality products  
to markets near and far. With a reliable network, best in class facilities, and international reach,  
every day we are committed to building strong partnerships and delivering on our promises. 

For more information, contact your local  
Richardson Pioneer Ag Business Centre   |   richardson.ca

ORGANICS
R I C H A R D S O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

BUILDING SOIL HEALTH

The family added a large and impressive compost operation to the mix. 
With over fifteen large windrows, requiring timely turning and a special 
mix of components to get it just right, this part of the operation is no 
small feat!

“We take byproducts from our seed plant, mix it with straw from the 
organic farm as well as oat hulls and wood chips and then spread the 
compost on the land to rejuvenate and increase the soil health. This 
past summer we bought a machine to pellet that compost. Rather than 
broadcasting it with a spreader, we can put it down with the seed in the 
spring to get the compost material targeted right alongside the seed. 
Well, that’s the plan anyway – we’ll see how it goes.”

WHAT THEY HAVE LEARNED

“What we’ve learned from all this work is that each year is a new 
beginning, and all with their own lessons,” says Joel.

In 2022, they seeded early to make use of the moisture that was 
available in May, but with some rain afterward soon found that that field 
was full of wild millet. “We terminated and reseeded three quarters and 
even though it was a dry year, those three quarters yielded three times 
more than the quarter we had left.”

They knew it was a risk to be seeding on June 20, but so was leaving 
weeds out there. They decided “to go for it” and in the end, it worked. 
The Heggies put themselves years ahead with that move, setting up for 
more success long-term.

“This past year, we seeded a forage pea crop, and the initial intent was to 
seed into the plowdown after we used the roller crimper to terminate the 
crop then seed with the disc drill, but due to weed issues we had to disc 
it in and cultivate. We sacrificed the moisture in the process. It cost us 
time and money and we didn’t get the result we wanted but we did learn 
that in order to get those results we needed to get the land into the best 
shape possible.”

LOOKING AHEAD

E3 Organics is currently into their eighth year of certified organic crops 
with no end in sight.

“Next year will be more oats and a plough down,” says Joel.  “We want 
to give some of our land a rest, so will seed it to an alfalfa grass mix and 
graze a neighbour’s cows on it to fix the nitrogen and control weeds.” 
he continued. “It takes a lot of management to make sure the crops are 
planned and put into rotation when the land is rested and healthy, but we 
are happy in this life.”  
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E3 Organics and Eskale Seed Farm Compost. Photo by Chase Waters, Pursuit Land and Cattle.
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13 South Floral Siding
Saskatoon, SK Canada S7K 3J8

Office: 306-683-9929   Cell: 306-381-6260
Email: rpotts@bsm.com

Ryan PottsRyan Potts
Procurement SpecialistProcurement Specialist

Milling Certified 
Gluten Free Organic & 

Conventional Oats

Not far into the future, the Heggies hope to be running cows on all 
their land. 

“We’ve enjoyed attending organic conferences, the community and 
knowledge, and we’ve enjoyed learning by doing and taking the time 
to meet our certifiers and other growers and benefiting from their 
research and results.”

Joel is proud of their organic farm, his family and to be a part of his 
organic certifying body where he has been a board member for his 
chapter. 

If you’re looking for E3 Organics’ or Eskdale Seed Farm’s website, 
you may have to wait for a spell. 

“We’re working on it.”

They’ve been too busy farming and learning by doing.

E3 Organics & Eskdale Seed Farm Ltd. 
E3 Organics: joelheggie@hotmail.com 
Between Fort Qu’Appelle and Leross, Sask

By Deb Tuchelt, Interim Executive Director, SaskOrganics
Adapted from COTA press release, November 21, 2024

Bits&Bites

INCREASED FEDERAL INVESTMENT IS NEEDED 
TO FUEL GROWTH OF ORGANICS

In November 2024, the Canada Organic Trade Association’s (COTA) 
annual Organic Summit and Parliament Day in Ottawa brought 
together sector members and policymakers to discuss strategies 
for propelling the organic sector forward. Leaders from across 

Canada’s organic sector gathered to urge the federal government to 
increase investments in organic, to capitalize on both economic and 
environmental opportunities for sustainable growth. 

Canada remains the only major agricultural nation without a dedicated 
policy to develop organic farming and markets — despite its $9 billion 
organic market, ranking as the fifth largest globally and driven by 
consumer demand.

Strong public-private partnerships are needed to unlock Canada’s 
organic sector potential. The most crucial priorities identified 
during COTA’s Parliament Day are a comprehensive organic data 
strategy, production and market support — a message conveyed to 
Parliamentarians during 20 meetings by organic leaders. 

“Canada has no publicly available data on basic production, sales and 
trade.  This is essential for a thriving organic sector,” said Tia Loftsgard, 
Executive Director of COTA. “By improving data collection, we can 
strengthen supply chains, support market development, safeguard 
organic integrity and ensure long-term success.” 

The recommendations made during the Summit, including a data 
strategy, production and transition support, export and markets support, 
consumer education and procurement policies, could help ensure 
Canada’s agriculture sector remains competitive while reaping the 
environmental, social, and economic benefits of organic farming and 
food.

To read the COTA press release, visit canada-organic.ca/en/news

SASKORGANICS 
PHOTO CONTEST 

WINNER 2024

Jenna 
Vancoughnett
Meath Park, Sask.

Don’t 
worry, 
Bee 
happy.
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Shelterbelts are a staple across the Canadian Prairies landscape 
and have protected the land from wind, erosion, and drought 
since the early 1900s. While farmyard shelterbelts continue 
to be planted across the prairies, field shelterbelts have seen 

a drastic reduction owing to changes in farming practices and limited 
availability of saplings. To help landowners considering removing 
their shelterbelts or planting a new one around a homestead, we have 
developed an internet-based tool that can identify appropriate species 
selection, best practices, and future growth in Saskatchewan.

A SHORT HISTORY OF SHELTERBELTS

Shelterbelts are linear rows of trees and were first introduced in the 
Canadian Prairies in the early 1900s to protect fields and homes from 
wind and erosion. They are often seen surrounding homes in multiple 
rows or in fields as hedges of shrubs interspersed with trees. The Prairie 
Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) was established in 1935 and 
provided over 600-million shelterbelt trees and shrubs to landowners 
until it’s shut down in 2013. In Saskatchewan alone, the total length of 
shelterbelts is over 60,000 km which is 1.5 times the circumference of 
the earth.

Uncovering the value of
prairie trees
By Bryan Mood, PhD, Lecturer and Renewable Resource Management Coordinator, Department of Soil Science, College of Agriculture 
and Bioresources, University of Saskatchewan

Farming practices and scale in the Canadian Prairies have changed 
dramatically since the early 1900s and shelterbelts are currently being 
removed throughout the region to improve efficiency. Between 2008 
and 2016, approximately 30% of farmers removed a field shelterbelt 
indicating they required additional labor, made it more difficult to operate 
large equipment, and reduced land area for crop production. Although 
shelterbelts in fields are actively being removed on some farms, 
shelterbelts in fields or surrounding homes and buildings continue 
to provide value to landowners. Research continues to evaluate the 
benefits of shelterbelts by examining how they will grow into the future, 
ecosystem services, and value under carbon pricing structures. 

BENEFITS

Shelterbelts provide several benefits outside of their original design. 
For a farmyard, they can protect the soil, home, farm infrastructure, and 
livestock from the elements, reduce animal odor from livestock systems, 
lower risk of pesticide spray-drift, reduce noise, and reduce the heating 
costs for households and livestock operations. They can save up to 
18% in energy costs for heating homes and increase overall property 
values. Public benefits include reducing soil runoff into rivers, streams, 
and creeks, storing carbon, protecting plant and animal diversity (e.g., 

All photos by Colin Laroque
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pollinators), and improving water quality. These ecosystem services are 
worth approximately $227-million. Crops have been shown to have up 
to 50% gains depending on the shelterbelt species and crop. Pastures 
have also been observed to show a 15% increase in production up to 
distances of 70% of tree height. 

The most prevalent benefit of shelterbelts is their carbon storage. 
An estimate conducted in 2020 indicates there is approximately 
21.3-million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) stored in 
shelterbelts across Saskatchewan. That’s equivalent to the CO2 
emissions of about 4.6-million cars each year. This has resulted in the 
inclusion of shelterbelts as part of Natural Climate Solutions Fund and 2 
Billion Trees Program. 

STRUCTURE AND DESIGN

Ideal shelterbelt structure and design typically depends on its function. 
For example, wind protection around a farmyard typically has multiple 
rows (3 or more) to achieve a high density of vegetation. In most 
cases, the outermost row should be a low-density species followed by 
increasingly taller, more densely planted species to allow wind to blow 
overtop the shelterbelt and a farmyard with relative ease. Caragana are 
typically planted 30cm (1ft) apart while evergreen and broadleaf trees 
are further apart.

FIELD SHELTERBELT PLANNING

Field shelterbelts are typically planted as a single row running either 
north-south or east-west. They typically contain caragana shrubs as 
the main species planted closely together. In some cases, taller green 

ash, or other broadleaf species, are intermittently planted every 20-30 
metres. Mixing in a taller species throughout a shelterbelt can provide 
added ecosystem services (e.g., animal habitats). In most soils, field 
shelterbelts may run parallel to each other with spacing of upwards of 
250m between each row although the exact distance should depend on 
your equipment.

Other shelterbelts in field may include ones for dugouts. Planting a 
shelterbelt strategically around a dugout can help trap more moisture 
that will flow into the dugout to recharge it from snowmelt and spring 
runoff. To protect and trap snow for a dugout, it is best practice to plant 
trees in an L-shape upslope from the dugout. If you are only interested in 
trapping snow and moisture, you can also plant shelterbelts upslope of 
the dugout but running toward rather than encompassing it.

FARMYARD SHELTERBELTS

Farmyard shelterbelts typically surround many farmyards across the 
Canadian Prairies. They are designed to reduce wind, erosion, and 
other environmental impacts to homes and infrastructure. Farmyard 
shelterbelts should be planted 30-90 m away from any building as it 
may create snow problems based on the specific species. A typical 
farmyard shelterbelt will have low-growing, low-density trees as the 
outermost row on the windward side (e.g., trembling aspen or caragana) 
followed by medium density (e.g., green ash, jack pine, or Manitoba 
maple), and finally a high-density species such as spruce. This design 
allows for tree heights to gradually increase from the windward to 
leeward side which reduces the impact of prevailing winds. A 15-m 
(50ft) tall shelterbelt will reduce winds within a farmyard up to 105m 
(345ft) past the trees. In some cases where snow drift is very high due 
to prevailing winds, a snowtrap shelterbelt composed of caragana can 

be planted a moderate distance downwind from the original trees. When 
planning a new farmyard shelterbelt, it should consist of a combination 
of tall, fast-growing, long-lived and dense trees and shrubs. No one 
species meets all these criteria, so it is important to combine a variety of 
species to create a better shelterbelt overall.

SHELTERBELT PLANNING TOOL 

Over the last decade, the University of Saskatchewan has been 
researching best practices for shelterbelts and calculating their 
carbon storage potential across the province. With droughts becoming 
increasingly frequent and voluntary carbon standards on the rise, we 
see shelterbelts as a potential nature-based solution to some impacts 
landowners are experiencing today and will in the future. To this end, 
we have developed the “ShelterBelt Decision Support Tool” (SB-DSS) 
(www.shelterbelt-sk.ca) which has two primary functions. Firstly, it can 
help you plan out a new shelterbelt around your farmyard or in a field. 
Secondly, it can estimate the current growth rates and carbon storage of 
a currently planted shelterbelt. 

Plan Your New Shelterbelt!
You can easily create a preliminary plan for a shelterbelt using the 
SB-DSS “Planning Tool” by:

1.	 Allowing the user to draw a shelterbelt across their property
2.	 Describing what other landowners have down in their area with 

similar soils to provide the user with a regional context
3.	 Identifying the most suitable species type (shrub, conifer, or 

deciduous trees) for their specific area
4.	 Calculating, based on your row and species requirements, how 

many trees should be ordered per species in addition to best 
practices for planting

5.	 Estimating future growth trends based on collected information 
from the last 12 years

6.	 Projecting carbon storage of your shelterbelt under different 
carbon pricing and climate change scenarios

 
Combined, the system provides a general overview that landowners can 
use to start to determine what species is best to plant on their land.
 
Want to Quantify the Value of Your Existing Shelterbelt? 
The SB-DSS will also provide landowners with information about how 
well their trees are doing compared to others in their region. With a few 
measurements from the landowner, the tool will:

1.	 Calculate how much carbon is stored in your shelterbelt (and a 
dollar value under different carbon pricing structures)

2.	 Estimate how the shelterbelt is growing relative to others in your 
area

3.	 Project future carbon storage and growth for shelterbelts up to 60 
years old.

MOVING INTO PRAIRIE ASPEN BLUFFS
We’ve shown the tool to many landowners across Saskatchewan. One 
of the most frequent questions we receive is associated with the prairie 
pothole region and naturally occurring aspen bluffs. We are starting to 
explore this area which has largely been driven by landowner feedback. 
These areas provide significant amounts of ecosystem services through 
habitat, shade for animals, and water. Unlike shelterbelts, these areas 
are naturally occurring across the Canadian Prairies. We identified that 
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there is almost 26,000 km2 (or 2.6-million hectares) of aspen bluffs in 
the Saskatchewan prairies alone with more wetlands across the region 
that remain to be estimated. 

SUMMARY

Shelterbelts continue to provide many benefits to landowners through 
moisture retention, ecosystem services, and carbon storage. As new 
policies continue to emerge supporting these values, landowners will 
continue to find new ways to leverage their shelterbelts in meaningful 
ways to support economic growth and environmental health. The 
SB-DSS toolkit provides anyone interested in planning or understanding 
the health of their shelterbelt with an easy-to-use tool to improve their 
knowledge.

While the PFRA no longer provides new shelterbelt trees to the Canadian 
Prairies, many private nurseries across the region are still providing 
seeds and saplings for landowners upon request.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information, you may visit www.shelterbelt-sk.ca.

O R G A N I C

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIC CERTIFICATION
Since 1990

Please contact us at 306-382-1299 
Email: info@pro-cert.org

pro-cert.org

Good news for organic research!
Funding announced for Organic Science Cluster 4: Advancing the sustainability of Canadian 
agriculture

By Deb Tuchelt, Interim Executive Director, SaskOrganics
Adapted from the Organic Federation of Canada Press Release, October 4, 2024

O n October 4, 2024, at TapRoot Farms in Port Williams, N.S., 
Kody Blois, Member of Parliament for Kings–Hants, Nova 
Scotia and Chair of the Standing Committee on Agriculture 
and Agri-Food announced up to $6.8 million for Organic 

Science Cluster 4 (OSC4) through Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s 
(AAFC) AgriScience Program, an initiative under the Sustainable 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership. AgriScience Clusters provide support 
to projects aiming to mobilize industry, government and academia 
through partnerships and address national priorities.

The Organic Federation of Canada (OFC) will leverage AAFC’s 
contribution with an additional $5.3 million from over 80 funding 
partners including industry associations and businesses, academia, and 
other federal, provincial and municipal government sources, for a total 
investment of $12.1 million over five years. 

Led by the OFC, in cooperation with the Organic Agriculture Centre 
of Canada (OACC), the OSC4 addresses organic sector priorities 
and contributes to Government priorities in areas of climate change 
mitigation, agriculture sector resilience, and economic development. 

The research will develop and measure the environmental impacts of 
sustainable farming practices for conserving soil, water, and biodiversity 
and provide producers with best practices based on validated 
environmental benefits. 

The OSC4 consists of 14 research activities in field crops, horticulture 
and livestock production, including a project looking at optimizing the 
environmental and agronomic co-benefits of recycled phosphorus 
inputs for organic field crops, a project evaluating the impact of reduced 
tillage and crop-livestock systems on greenhouse gas emissions and 
carbon sequestration, and another investigating regenerative climate 
resilient organic vegetables, just to name a few.

The Organic Science Cluster has a new website! Learn more about 
the activities, scientists, funding partners and news at www.organic-
science-canada.ca. 

SaskOrganics will also be including regular OSC4 updates in our 
newsletter and social media so stay tuned.

Funding Announcement on October 4, 2024. Photo by Margaret Graves
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Canada's Premier
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Call the mill today for pricing and contracting options

Ph: 306.751.2043 or Email grainbuyer@nutrasunfoods.com

www.nutrasunfoods.com
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Relationships.

Grain Millers is a privately held, family-owned company. We 
depend on direct farmer relationships and offer farm gate 
pricing and contracted grower production. Our Crop Science 
Team is here to help you with any agronomy questions you may 
have so you can get the best return on your production. Our 
commitment to producing quality products begins with you.

WE PURCHASE:
Oats • Flax • Barley • Rye 

Wheat • Corn • Other Grains

306.786.4682  Oats & Other Grains  
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THANK YOU!
Where the Organic Community Grows

To all of our sponsors, exhibitors, speakers, attendees and volunteers for
making Organic Connections 2024 anniversary celebration a success.

Organic Connections Conference & Trade Show

To view all of our sponsors and show information visit:
www.organicconnections.ca

See you in 2026!

Email: eventcoordinator@organicconnections.ca

Return Undeliverable Mail to: SaskOrganics, #311 - 845 Broad Street, Regina SK, S4R 8G9
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